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y ■'■ '■■ .*■} •'-*■■:•■' By way of background, on 4/27/70 Assistant Attorney General v 
‘ William Ruckelshaus, Civil Division, Department of Justice, advised the 
Director that Harold Weisberg, the author of the books ’Whitewash I" and o’ 
'Whitewash IJ" has filed a civil action against the Department of Justice ancT 
Department of State demanding copies of all the papers which were employe*! 

In the extradition in the James Earl Ray matter. These documents were us^d • 
in the extradition proceedings against James Earl Ray in England and were M.T- 
thcreafter returned to tho State Department and were transferred to the 
I Department of Justice. Included in the documents were a considerable number « 
of affidavits of FBI Agents affidavits covering fingerprints, ballistics 8 . . ’ 

1 examinations, etc. Ruckelshaus asked if the release of these documents to 
Weisberg would in any way prejudice the work of the FBI. It is noted that //f ^ 
Weisberg is an author who has been extremely critical’ of the FBI, the Sedtet £ 
Service and other police agencies in books which he has written about the 
assassination of President Kennedy. , 
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I By memorandum of April 30th the^ Director advised Ruckelshaus 
that the determination as to the release of the' pertinent documents is within 
the province of the Department of Justice and the FBI Interposes no objection. 
It was suggested, however, that the Civil Division communicate with the Civil 
mights Division of the Department on this matter since Federal process was 
Sstill outstanding against Ray charging a violation of a Federal Civil Rights 
(Statute, 4 . " 
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The Bureau Is in possession of a copy of a letter dated May, 1970, .*■ 
Born Jerrls Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, to 
Ruckelshaus slating that any release of any information in the files pertaining 
i to the investigation regarding James Earl Ray would be inimicable to the 
investigation,/"/ • 

Enc. f i JQCLVSM 
1 - Mr, DeJ^ch^v^ 
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’' On 6/24/70 BUI King in tho Information Office, Departmehtof 
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Memorandum to Mr. De Loach 
, Re: Assassination of Dr. Mairtln Luther King 
Current J^yelopments •>. 

tf. ’ " 
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Justice,* advised that the Department subsequently decidoethat it would not 
bo possible for- the Government to successfully defend the civil action by " 
j Weisberg against the Department for the release of the documents In question. 

I Accordingly, copies of these documents were furnished to Weisberg. King 
advised that in view of the fact that the Department had released the documents 
to Weisberg the Department did not wish Weisberg to make a profit from his 
possession of the documents and, accordingly, has decided to make similar 
copies available to the press and others who might desire them. King stated 
that the documents to be released consist of approximately 200 pages of copies 
of affidavits, autopsy reports, affidavits with regard to fingerprint examinations 
and ballistics tests, and copies of other documents which serve to link Ray , 

I » with the assassination of Martin Luther King. At Bishop's request King fur- '- '' 
Hnished the attached set of the documents being released. King stated that these 
I! documents will be released to the press at 3 p.m. on 6/24/70i 

« The General Investigative Division has been orally advised of the 

above Information. • • 


RECOMMENDATION 


None. Foi information. 
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